
Abundance Capitalism — In Plain Language
The whole framework in five minutes. No formulas.

This is the whole framework without the formulas. The full document runs over a hundred pages of 
engineering, and every page of it stands behind what follows — but you don't need any of it to 
understand the idea. Because that's the secret of this whole framework: there is nothing 
complicated in it. There are only a lot of small, common-sense steps stacked on top of each other. 
Anything that looks complex is really just a bunch of simple pieces working together — a jet engine 
is thousands of parts, but every single part does one understandable job. So let me walk through 
the parts.

Start with the two houses

Ten people can each have ten million dollars, but if only two houses exist, eight people sleep 
outside. Rich people, outside. That one sentence is the foundation of everything in this document. 
You cannot hand out what you have not built. Money is not wealth — money is a claim ticket on 
wealth, and printing more tickets doesn't build more houses. It just makes the line at the ticket 
window angrier.

So this framework does something almost embarrassingly simple: before it talks about money, it 
counts the houses. And the hospital beds, and the kilowatts, and the electricians, and the gloves in 
the supply closet, and the trucks that deliver them. What do we have, what do we need, what's the 
gap, and what's actually blocking us from closing it. That's it. That's the National Resource 
Management System. It's an inventory sheet for the country. Every warehouse in America runs one. 
The country never has.

Fix the money so it can't lie

Today, when the government wants more money, it borrows or prints, and you find out what it cost 
you a year later at the grocery store. Under this framework, new money can only be created when 
the inventory sheet proves the country can actually produce more — more homes, more care, more 
energy, more of the real things money is supposed to buy. More stuff, more tickets. No more stuff, 
no more tickets. A five-year-old understands that rule, which is exactly why it's a good rule. The 
complicated-sounding parts in the appendices are just the locks on the door — making sure nobody 
counts the same gain twice, nobody fakes the inventory, and nobody quietly changes the rules at 
night. Every number is published, every change is logged, and anyone can check the math. Sunlight 
is cheap and it never takes a bribe.

One tax you can see

Right now you pay taxes you never see. They're hidden in your paycheck before you touch it, and 
they're baked into the price of everything you buy — remember the cabinet maker, whose taxes 
ride along inside the price of the cabinet. This framework replaces all of it with one tax, printed on 
the receipt, on things you choose to buy, with the essentials — basic food, basic housing, medical 
care — exempt. Yes, the sticker price at the register goes up. I say that out loud, in writing, in the 



middle of my own document, because I'd rather tell you an honest hard number than a comfortable 
fake one. And here's the other half: your paycheck goes up more, because nothing gets taken out of 
it anymore. You can see the tax, you can see the dividend, and you can do the math yourself at your 
own kitchen table. A tax you can see is a tax you can vote on. A tax you can't see is just a pickpocket 
with a badge.

Tear down the maze

We currently run hundreds of overlapping benefit programs, each with its own forms, interviews, 
caseworkers, and clawbacks. It's a maze, and we pay close to a trillion dollars a year just to operate 
the maze — paperwork, compliance, fraud leaking through the cracks between programs. This 
framework bulldozes the maze and replaces it with the simplest possible thing: money, sent 
directly, to citizens, automatically. No forms. No interviews. Nobody proving they're poor enough 
every six months to a stranger with a clipboard. Everyone gets the base dividend. Workers earn 
their wages on top of it, and their retirement dividend grows with every year they worked. If you 
spent forty years showing up, your check knows it. That's not charity and it's not socialism — it's a 
dividend, the same thing every shareholder of every company on Earth receives, except the 
company is the most productive nation in human history and you were born a shareholder.

The part nobody expects: the biggest problems are free to fix

When we actually ran the two biggest household costs — housing and healthcare — through the 
inventory sheet, the same surprise fell out of both. The thing blocking us wasn't money, and it 
wasn't even resources. Housing is mostly blocked by permission slips: land sitting idle for years 
waiting on permits and zoning fights, while the lumber, the crews, and the buyers all stand around 
ready. Healthcare is mostly blocked by paperwork: we pay doctors for a full day of medicine and get 
half a day, because the other half goes to typing and arguing with insurance forms. Think about 
that. The two biggest bills in your life are inflated by a stack of forms and a permission slip. Fixing 
rules costs nothing. Zero. Not one new dollar has to be created to un-jam most of it — which is why 
this framework has a standing rule that we never print money to go around a bottleneck that a law 
can simply remove. You don't buy a new truck because the gate is locked. You unlock the gate.

Toasters and coastline

Now, honesty about the limits. Abundance applies to things we can make more of — square 
footage, hospital appointments, kilowatts, toasters. It does not apply to things nobody can make 
more of — beachfront, the tenth row, the corner lot downtown. Everybody cannot have a 
beachfront mansion, and any plan that implies otherwise is lying to you. That's why markets and 
money stay, permanently: prices are how a free people take turns with the things that can't be 
multiplied. We build abundance in everything that can be built, and we let the market referee 
everything that can't. Both jobs matter. Neither can do the other's.



Feed your own family first

One more piece of kitchen-table sense, applied to the whole country. You don't sell the last bag of 
flour out of your pantry while your own kids are hungry — but you're glad to sell flour to the 
neighbors when the pantry's full, and you trade for the things you can't grow. Same rule, national 
scale: for the truly essential things — fuel, medicine, the equipment the electric grid runs on — 
Americans get first claim whenever the shelf runs low, automatically, by a published formula 
nobody can bribe, because there's no one to bribe. When the shelf is full, we sell to the world from 
strength and pocket the premium. And where we can't yet make something ourselves — and today 
that list is longer than it should be — we trade for it while we build the factory, then the rule 
protects what we've become able to make. Pantry first, then commerce. Every grandmother in 
history ran this policy.

The robots are the good news

Automation is coming either way. The only question is who benefits. Handled badly, the machines 
do the work, a few people collect everything, and everyone else fights over scraps. Handled the way 
this framework handles it, every gain in what the country can produce shows up on the public 
inventory sheet, expands what the money can honestly support, and flows out as rising dividends 
and falling real costs — to everyone. The robot that frames a house in a day isn't taking a 
carpenter's job; it's the reason a young family gets a 3,000-square-foot home and the reason your 
dividend went up. We built this so that when a machine gets better at making something, you get 
richer. That's the whole trick. That's what the tickets-and-stuff rule buys us.

So what is this, really?

It's not left. The market stays, work pays, ambition pays, nobody is punished for building. It's not 
right, at least not the version that pretends the current maze is freedom. It's forward: engineering 
applied to prosperity. Engineers don't argue about what a bridge should ideologically weigh. They 
measure the load, check the materials, find the weak point, fix the weak point, and test it — then 
publish the numbers so the next engineer can check their work. That is every page of this 
document. Measure what we have. State what we want — an ordinary family living at what today 
takes $450,000 a year. Find what's actually in the way. Remove it, cheapest obstacle first — and the 
cheapest ones turn out to be free. Verify the gain before a single new dollar rides on it. Write every 
step down where the public can audit it. Repeat for thirty years.

None of those steps is complicated. A jet engine isn't complicated either — it's just ten thousand 
simple parts that each do their one job, honestly, at the same time. The reason no one has done 
this before isn't that it's hard to understand. It's that the current arrangement pays a lot of people 
very well to keep the inventory uncounted, the taxes hidden, and the maze standing. Sunlight and 
arithmetic are the whole revolution.

Count what's real. Build what's short. Show every number. Share the gains. Feed your own first, and 
trade from a full pantry. Let the machines make us all rich instead of a few of us.

That's Abundance Capitalism. The rest — all hundred pages of it — is just the engineering.


