
FAQ — Prebuttals, Clarifications, and Lines of Distinction
The questions I expect, the arguments I welcome, and the fences that mark where this framework ends 
and something else begins.

What This Is Not

“This is just Universal Basic Income.”

UBI specifies the payout and hand-waves the production. Every UBI plan on record answers “where does 
the money come from” with a tax and answers “where does the stuff come from” with silence — which 
is why the strongest argument against UBI has always been the two-houses problem on page one of this 
document. AC inverts the order: count the capacity first, let the dividend grow only when verified 
capacity grows. A dividend without a production system behind it is a raffle ticket. A dividend anchored 
to a measured, audited, expanding production base is a shareholder payment. That distinction is the 
entire framework.

“This is socialism.”

Socialism is the state owning or directing production. Under AC the state does neither: firms stay 
private, prices stay free, profit stays legal, and the government's job shrinks to three things it already 
claims to do and does badly — collect one visible tax, send payments without a maze, and keep honest 
books. The NRMS is an inventory and instrumentation layer, not an allocation authority; it measures 
shortages, it does not commandeer factories or set prices. If keeping accurate national books is 
socialism, then every company in America is a commune. What AC actually nationalizes is arithmetic.

“Then it's just right-wing austerity with a rebrand.”

Austerity cuts benefits. AC converts them — dollar for dollar at conversion, with the savings coming out 
of the maze, not out of the beneficiaries. Current recipients keep their purchasing power on day one; 
most Social Security recipients get a raise, because the overhead they used to fund becomes dividend 
instead. A framework whose first act is an unconditional universal cash floor is a strange candidate for 
austerity. The thing being starved is the paperwork.

“This is MMT with extra steps.”

AC and MMT agree on one diagnosis — real resources, not tax receipts, are the true constraint on 
money — and part ways completely on mechanism. MMT spends first and uses inflation as the smoke 
detector, with politicians holding the thermostat. AC measures first: verified capacity growth sets a 
ceiling before issuance, actual issuance stays at or below it, and the whole calculation is published and 
reproducible. The “extra steps” are the difference between an ex-post vibe and an ex-ante audit. 
Removing discretion is not a step added; it is the step.

“Technocrats tried to run economies on measurement before. It always fails — Mises and 
Hayek proved you can't calculate an economy.”

The socialist calculation debate proved you cannot centrally set prices and allocate consumption without 
markets — and AC doesn't try. Prices stay free; consumers and firms allocate everything; the NRMS 
never decides who gets what. It answers a much smaller question: how much can the country actually 



produce, and what is blocking more. That is not the calculation problem; that is inventory management, 
and it is performed daily, at near-national scale, by Walmart, Amazon, and the Department of Defense. 
The 1930s technocrats failed for two reasons AC deliberately avoids: they wanted to replace prices with 
physical units (AC keeps prices and anchors only the issuance ceiling), and their measurement task was 
computationally impossible in 1933 (it is a database in 2026). Keep the market's brain. Give the money 
supply a spine.

“A public rules engine and citizen scoring — this is China's social credit system in a flag pin.”

It is the anti-China architecture, and the distinction is one sentence: China makes the citizen transparent 
to an opaque state; AC makes the state transparent to private citizens. Maranatha audits rules and 
aggregate flows — never individual purchases, never private lives; the framework explicitly prohibits a 
surveillance currency and conditions any access to personal eligibility records on due process and 
logging. And the IFI cannot become social credit by construction: the Base Dividend is unconditional, 
there are no negative scores, no penalties, no political or ideological tests, and non-participation costs a 
citizen nothing. A system with no punishments cannot punish. The Chinese model and this one both use 
dashboards; so do a hospital and a prison. What matters is who is being watched.

“The FairTax people promised a consumption tax thirty years ago and discredited 
themselves.”

They discredited themselves with one specific claim — that embedded-tax removal would wash out the 
sales tax at the register, so prices wouldn't really rise. That claim was wrong, and this framework 
formally withdraws it (Appendix B.6). Register prices rise, net, roughly 8–14%. I print that number in my 
own document because take-home pay rises more, the essentials are exempt, and the dividend lands on 
top — and because the incidence table in B.5 shows the household net-positive across the entire range 
of outcomes. The FairTax failed by promising a free lunch. AC's offer is better and honest: a visible lunch, 
a bigger paycheck, and the receipt to check both.

“The abundance movement already says the problem is permitting and process. What do you 
add?”

Agreement, and then the rest of the machine. The diagnosis that housing and healthcare are blocked by 
rules and paperwork rather than money is correct — Appendices K and L reach it independently, with 
the resource math attached. But diagnosis is not an operating system. Deregulate, and then what: what 
does the money do, who shares the gains, how do you know the bottleneck moved, what stops the next 
maze from growing back? AC is what the abundance agenda looks like when an engineer finishes it — 
the measurement layer, the monetary anchor, the dividend, and the audit trail that keeps the gate from 
quietly locking again. They wrote the essay. This is the blueprint.

The Hard Questions

“Your fraud and waste number is fantasy. The IRS only costs $16 billion to run.”

Correct about the IRS budget, wrong about the claim — and this is the argument I want, because every 
minute spent on it is a minute spent examining the loss channels themselves. The savings do not come 
from agency payrolls. Appendix J decomposes them line by line: half a trillion dollars a year in private-
side compliance costs the Tax Foundation documents, improper payments and fraud the GAO itself 



reports at $233–521 billion annually (this framework claims only the overlap-adjusted floor), and 
program administration across hundreds of fragmented systems. If anything, the sourced figure is 
conservative — the GAO can only count what survives non-interoperable systems designed never to 
cross-check. Anyone disputing the total is invited to dispute a specific line, on the record, and thereby 
defend paying half a trillion dollars a year in paperwork as the price of keeping the maze.

“Won't prices just spike the moment the consumption tax lands?”

At the register, on non-essentials, yes — and the framework says so in its own text rather than waiting 
to be caught. The full accounting: pre-tax prices fall as embedded taxes leave the chain, the 20% applies 
to the smaller base, sticker-plus-tax lands roughly 8–14% above today on the taxable share, essentials 
are exempt, take-home pay rises by more than register prices do, and the dividend arrives on top. Every 
scenario across the full labor-market incidence range nets positive for the household (Appendix B.5), 
and the tax you can now see replaces one you never could. The honest sentence is not “prices won't 
rise.” It is “you come out ahead, and here is the table.”

“The transition math has a trillion-dollar hole. This is deficit spending rebranded.”

During transition, revenues and outlays do not meet on day one — the framework publishes the gap 
instead of hiding it, and bridges it with a stabilization mint (ΔM_S) that is statutorily capped, scheduled, 
separately booked, automatically shrinking, and legally forbidden from becoming permanent. That is 
four properties today's deficits lack: a ceiling, a sunset, its own ledger, and an expiration the Congress 
must actively violate rather than passively extend. Is transition issuance money creation? Yes — 
disclosed, capped, and temporary, versus the current arrangement: undisclosed, uncapped, and eternal. 
If the objection is “you are doing openly and briefly what we do secretly and forever,” I accept the 
description.

“Whoever controls the measurements controls the money. The CPI has been quietly 
redefined for decades — your NRMS will be too.”

This is the strongest objection in the catalog, and the framework treats it as the central engineering 
problem rather than a footnote. The defenses are structural: definitions and weights are frozen within 
each accounting period, so no mid-year redefinition can manufacture headroom; methodology changes 
set a new forward baseline and can never retroactively create money; every figure carries its confidence 
tier, and low-confidence data takes haircuts automatically; the full lineage is public and reproducible, so 
any citizen can recompute any issuance decision; corrections supersede but never erase; and knowing 
falsification of records capable of moving national policy is a serious crime with whistleblower 
protection. The CPI drifted because its definitions were changeable by memo and checkable by almost 
no one. The NRMS is designed so the definitions are changeable only in public and checkable by 
everyone. Capture is never impossible — but here it must be committed in daylight, on a permanent 
ledger, against a supermajority, with jail attached.

“If everyone gets a dividend, why would anyone work?”

For the same reasons people with pensions, trusts, and paid-off houses keep working: wages, ambition, 
purpose, and status all still pay — and under AC they pay more, because income and payroll taxes are 
gone and every earned dollar arrives whole. The base dividend never shrinks when you earn (no benefits 
cliff, which is the actual work-killer in the current system), and a lifetime of work multiplies your 
retirement dividend up to 2.5× or beyond. Forty years of showing up is written into your check forever. 



The current maze punishes work with clawbacks and rewards staying poor on paper; AC deletes the 
punishment and defers the reward to where it can't distort the choice. And Alaska has paid every 
resident a dividend for over forty years without emptying a single job site.

“The $450,000 lifestyle target is a fantasy number.”

It is a basket, not a check — the real goods and services a family can consistently obtain — and it is an 
engineering target, not a promise: the number exists so the resource requirements can be computed 
backwards from it, sector by sector, which Appendices K through M begin doing in public. Housing, 
healthcare, and energy are decomposed to the framing crew, the sterile-processing tech, and the 
transformer factory precisely so the target stops being rhetoric and becomes a checklist. Thirty years of 
compounding productivity is what makes the checklist completable; the dashboards are what make the 
claim falsifiable. A fantasy number is one nobody is allowed to check. This one ships with its own audit.

“Why will this succeed when nothing like it has ever been tried?”

Every part of it has been tried; only the integration is new. Alaska has run a resource-anchored universal 
dividend for four decades — it is the most popular program in the state, across parties. Norway runs the 
scale proof. Forty-five states administer consumption taxes daily. Estonia runs digital government rails a 
fraction of this ambition would require. Walmart and the Pentagon run resource-management systems 
at the necessary scale. The Nordic countries prove universal benefits are politically indestructible in a 
way means-tested ones never are. What has never been tried is connecting the proven parts: the 
measured inventory to the money, the money to the dividend, the dividend to the citizen, and the 
whole chain to a public ledger. That is not utopianism. That is systems integration — and the state-pilot 
pathway exists so it can be proven small before it is trusted large.

The Fences

“Does abundance mean everyone gets everything?”

No, and any framework that implies it is lying. Abundance applies to what can be manufactured — 
square footage, appointments, kilowatts, toasters. It cannot apply to what cannot be multiplied — 
coastline, corner lots, front-row seats. Prices remain the permanent, legitimate referee for positional 
goods; that is why money and markets survive in AC forever, and why this is capitalism evolved rather 
than replaced. We build abundance in everything buildable and let the market run the auction for 
everything else. Both jobs are necessary. Neither can do the other's.

“Who decides what counts as ‘essential’ — for the tax exemption and for the export floor?”

Not an agency, and never quietly. Both lists — tax-exempt essentials and export-floor resources — are 
statutory, short by design, and changeable only by supermajority with public notice and delayed effect, 
because both lists are exactly where every lobbyist in Washington will aim. The boundary cases (“is a 
rotisserie chicken prepared food?”) are real and admitted; every consumption-tax system on earth 
litigates its edges, and a short list with bright lines litigates fewer of them. The design principle is that 
the fight over the list happens in daylight, on the record, slowly — which is the opposite of how the 
current tax code's forty thousand pages of exceptions were written.

“Isn't ‘Americans first’ on exports just protectionism that will start trade wars?”



Protectionism is a permanent tariff wall around uncompetitive industries. The Domestic Availability 
Floor is a conditional pantry rule around essentials: when the national shelf is full — the normal state, 
and the state the entire buildout program exists to guarantee — trade is completely free and we sell to 
the world at a premium. The throttle engages only when measured domestic availability falls below a 
published floor, automatically, by formula, with allied treaty claims honored inside it. No official decides; 
no exemption can be bought; no industry can hide behind it. And the framework is honest about 
sequencing: where America is still import-dependent on its own critical inputs, we trade freely while we 
build the capacity, and the floor hardens only as self-sufficiency arrives. Nations do not go to war over a 
neighbor who feeds his own children first and sells from a full pantry. They respect him.

“The IFI rewards government-approved behavior. That's coercion with a smile.”

The test for coercion is what happens to the person who declines — and under AC the answer is: 
nothing, ever, by law. The full Base Dividend arrives regardless. No negative scores exist, no penalties 
exist, no political, religious, or ideological pathway exists or may be created, and the incentive is capped 
small enough that material security never depends on it. A citizen who ignores IFI entirely for life loses 
no security, no rights, and no standing. What remains is a modest bonus for voluntary, citizen-chosen 
constructive activity — the civic equivalent of a good-driver discount. If offering a discount is coercion, 
every insurance company in America is a tyranny.

“What happens to people when the robots take the jobs?”

Under the current system: the machine's owner keeps the gain, the worker keeps the pink slip, and 
everyone else keeps the anxiety. Under AC the causal chain is rebuilt so that is impossible: every verified 
automation gain lands on the public inventory as national capacity, capacity expands what the money 
can honestly support, and the expansion flows out as rising dividends and falling real costs — to every 
citizen, automatically, by formula. The robot that frames a house in a day is the reason the house costs 
less and the reason the dividend rose. Automation was always going to arrive. The only open question 
was who it would work for, and this framework's answer is: the shareholders. All of them. You.


